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In the second quarter of 2021, both the Salt Control Program and the Nitrate Control Program are well
underway. Permitted dischargers participating in the Salt Control Program are selecting their pathway
and paying any associated fees. The Management Zones in the Nitrate Control Program have begun
contacting residents, testing wells, and delivering safe drinking water.
Most Permitted Dischargers Supporting Long-term Salinity Study
In January 2021, the Central Valley Water Board issued Notices to Comply for the Salt Control Program
to all permitted dischargers within its jurisdiction. Permitted dischargers must select one of the two
pathways by filing a Notice of Intent by July 15, 2021. The two choices are the Alternative Permitting
Approach and the Conservative Permitting Approach. Those choosing the Alternative Permitting
Approach must also submit payment by the same deadline. These fees support a long-term Prioritization
& Optimization Salinity Study. Those choosing the Conservative Permitting Approach must file a Salt
Characterization Report along with their Notice of Intent.
For most permittees, the Alternative Permitting Approach is the most cost-effective choice. Coalitions
for irrigated lands, dairy, bovine, and poultry operations have selected the Alternative Permitting
Approach and paid fees for most growers and operators. ADD STATS
Learn more about the Salt Control Program requirements and permitting approaches at
www.cvsalts.info.
Nitrate Water Testing and Delivery Has Begun
The Nitrate Control Program has three priorities: Provide safe drinking water, reduce nitrate impacts to
water supplies, and restore groundwater quality where feasible.
In March 2021, the Management Zones submitted their Preliminary Management Zone Proposals,
including Early Action Plans for providing access to safe drinking water for those impacted by high
nitrate levels in their water supply wells. In May, they began implementing those plans. They are
working with water testing and delivery services, and have been getting the word out to the community
through mailings, online tools, public gatherings, and media reporting.
ADD STATS
One of the key challenges facing Central Valley residents is that well water may be contaminated with
other harmful toxins. Although the CV-SALTS Nitrate Control Program was established to safeguard
residents exclusively from high nitrate levels, it has begun collaborating with the Safe and Affordable
Funding for Equity and Resilience (SAFER) program. GET SPECIFIC LANGUAGE FROM TESS
Additional information on the Nitrate Control Program is available at www.cvsalts.info.

