CV-SALTS Public Education & Outreach Committee Meeting
When:

Tuesday, April 6, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Location:
Teleconference Only
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/94097539331?pwd=OFJaeDFBRTlCS1hpb2p4VUR4Rnc3QT09
Meeting ID: 940 9753 9331
Passcode: 735524
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,94097539331#,,,,*735524#
Agenda
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Approval of March 9, 2021 Meeting Notes
3. Outreach Matrix Update – Charles and Aaron
- Review Documented Activities and Feedback
 Outreach Tracking <- Link Only
 Press and broader outreach
4. General Outreach – Status Update – Aaron and Charles
- MZ Outreach Summary and Talking Points
- Program Update email – Mar/Apr
5. Salt Control Program – Charles
- February 10th Salinity Webinar Follow-up
o Q&A
6. Nitrate Control Program – Aaron
- Regional Board Workshop – April 27
- Featured Stories Concepts
7. Recap Next Steps and Set Next Meeting
- Next Executive Committee Meetings:
o April 8, 2021, and May 13, 2021
- CVRWQCB Public Workshop: April 27th 1-4, PMZPs and EAPs
- Next Mgmt. Zone Support Meeting: Tuesday, May 11, 2021 – 2:00 PM or TBD
- Next Scheduled PEOC Meeting: Tuesday, May 11, 2021, 3:00 - 4:00 PM
One or more Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board members may attend.
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CV-SALTS Public Education and Outreach Committee Meeting ACTION NOTES
Convened:

March 9, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Participants: Nicole Bell (chair), Charles Gardiner, J.P. Cativiela, Sam Safi,
Cristel Tufenkjian, Anne Walters, Debbie Webster, Aaron Pope, Daniel Cozad,
Rebecca Quist, Stephanie Reyna-Hiestand, Walt Plachta, Sarah Rutherford
Discussion Items
Item 1: Welcome & Introductions
• Participants are as indicated above.
Item 2: Approval of Minutes of the February 9, 2021 Meeting Notes
• The February 9, 2021 Meeting Action Notes were approved by consensus. There were no
objections.
Item 3: Outreach Matrix Update
• Committee members were reminded to document all outreach on the matrix.
o Catalyst is still in the process of updating the matrix with management zone activities.
Item 4: General Outreach – Status Update
• Charles Gardiner presented the key talking points for the Nitrate Control Program as well as a two-page
draft of a CV-SALTS Management Zone Outreach Summary. Committee members were asked to email
comments on the summary to Charles and Aaron.
o The committee recommended that both the talking points and the outreach summary, once
finalized, be converted to the CV-SALTS handout format.
• Daniel Cozad updated the committee on the status of the potential cost share for the Management
Zones on the Nitrate Control Program budget item. A short scope of work for that portion of the plan
was shared with the Management Zone leads. Daniel expects to hear back from each of the zones
within a week or two as to whether the proposed cost share fits within each of their budgets.
Item 5: Salt Control Program
• Charles Gardiner provided a brief update on the webinar follow-up items.
o The Q & A summary has been completed and is currently under final review. It will be posted
on the website as soon as it is finalized. Charles will forward a copy of the Q & A draft to
Debbie Webster to review.
o A copy of the webinar survey feedback was included in the agenda package.
Item 6: Nitrate Control Program – Featured Stories Concepts
• Charles indicated there was interest among the various Management Zones about an opportunity to do
some knowledge sharing of Best Practices. Current thinking is this would take the form of a 2–3-hour
call or work session with all the Zones that Catalyst would help convene and organize.
o The committee agreed that it was also important to preserve and document what was learned in
the Priority 1 areas, so that it is readily available for the Priority 2 area launches.
• Aaron Pope presented the initial concepts for Management Zone Outreach Stories. The committee
stressed the importance of having compelling visual elements (e.g., professional photography/video) to
illustrate any story, improving the chances it will be carried and distributed more widely.
Item 7: Recap Next Steps and Set Next Meeting – Tuesday, April 6th from 3:00-4:00 PM
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MANAGEMENT ZONE OUTREACH
The Management Zones (MZs) have conducted extensive outreach over the past few months to ensure a
successful launch of the CV-SALTS Nitrate Control Program in the six Priority 1 Subbasins. This summary
is intended to provide a brief overview of the community outreach, early results, lessons learned, and
planned future activities.

Key points:
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

On March 8th, the MZs met an important milestone by submitting their Preliminary
Management Zone Reports, which included their Early Action Plans (EAPs) for delivering safe
drinking water.
MZs successfully met their initial outreach objective to invite as many people as possible to a
series of webinars, gathering valuable input on EAPs and laying a foundation for future
engagement and identifying effective outreach approaches.
The next stages will focus on broad community engagement, and direct communication with
affected residents to set up water quality testing and deliver clean water solutions.
MZs are providing bilingual content and access to Spanish-speaking staff every step of the way.
MZs have been working to overcome several communication challenges. They have been
experimenting with direct email, online content, webinars, radio spots, social media, media
notices, and community flyers. They have also been leveraging the power of personal networks
by asking for help from community leaders.
There have been some important lessons learned during the initial outreach, and all the MZs are
committed to continual improvement, leading to increased community awareness and
participation.
MZs are working closely with local nonprofit organizations, including Self Help Enterprises,
Leadership Council for Justice and Accountability, and Community Water Center.

The attached summary provides additional details.
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Early Action Plans
As part of the Nitrate Control Program, the Management Zones (MZ) have completed Part One of their ongoing
efforts to provide safe drinking water to residents. The communication work has only begun, but they have made
substantial progress and are laying the foundation for effective outreach moving forward. They are focused on
involving their communities every step of the way and have experimented with a wide array of outreach activities
to enhance their engagement efforts throughout the program.

Part One – Initial Planning and Outreach
The initial step was the successful formation of the Priority 1 MZs: Modesto and Turlock, Chowchilla, Kings,
Kaweah, and Tule subbasins.
Then the MZs developed their Preliminary Management Zone Proposals and Early Action Plans (EAPs). They
established processes to identify potentially impacted residents and conducted a wide variety of community
outreach activities to inform communities about the program and gain input on initial plans.
EAP plan submittal: March 8th, 2021. Implementation begins: May 7, 2021.

Part Two – Problem & Solutions Definition
The next phase of the program involves identifying residents impacted by high nitrate levels, working with the
entire community to define safe drinking water solutions that work, and developing outreach programs for EAP
implementation.
Water fill stations have already been constructed and are in use in some MZs. They are very popular and also serve
as information hubs where residents can pick up flyers to learn more about the Nitrate Control Program.

Part Three – Implementation
The EAPs focus on three possible water delivery solutions: Residential filters (point-of-use), bottle water delivery,
and adding more water fill stations. It is too early to tell which solutions will be needed where, and the MZs are
developing processes to determine individual preferences.
MZs will utilize all the outreach tools and lessons learned in the prior phases to reach each of the residents who
may be affected by high nitrate levels. These residents can have their water tested and if necessary, be provided
the water delivery solution that works for their needs.

Communications Objectives and Challenges
Early MZ outreach objectives were to contact as many groups and individuals as possible, laying a foundation for
future engagement, and identifying approaches that work. The MZs held meetings to educate people about the
details of the EAP process, and to obtain input on how it could best serve people affected by unsafe nitrate levels.
There are a variety of communication challenges to overcome when reaching out to residents, including limitations
on personal interactions and social gatherings due to COVID, the lack of computers and internet access in some
areas, a lack of awareness about water quality problems, language and cultural barriers, and the fact that people
have busy lives and limited bandwidth to focus on something new.
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Early Efforts
MZs have used direct email, webinars, surveys, radio advertising, social
media (Facebook, Nextdoor), website content, mailers, newspaper notices,
community flyers and postcards, and the assistance of local organizations to
reach out to their communities. To reach as many people as possible, they
are leveraging the power of personal connection and asking for help from
local activists, officials, educators, influencers, and reporters. They are
providing bilingual content and access to Spanish-speaking staff every step
of the way. They have provided numerous opportunities for public input on
the EAP process and are available to answer questions through multiple
online formats and over the phone.

Over 11,000 physical mail pieces sent.
20 virtual community meetings held.
Over 350 flyers, postcards and posters
distributed in the community.
Over 20 online surveys and polls
conducted.
3 interactive story-maps developed.

They are also working closely with local nonprofit organizations, including
Self Help Enterprises, Leadership Council for Justice and Accountability, Community Water Center.

Lessons Learned
COVID has limited personal contact, and the MZs and their partner NGOs have been working on new approaches,
with a focus on online activities. When it becomes safer to resume door-to-door canvassing and group event
networking, they will do so.
The MZs recognize that successfully engaging entire communities in this new program will take time and energy.
They are focused on establishing a communications foundation and believe that if they continue to be innovative
and leverage as many personal networks as possible, community awareness and participation will grow. They all
expressed interest in sharing best practices to ensure the long-term success of the entire program.
EAP outreach is constantly evolving and there have been some interesting early results:
•

A Facebook Live presentation, aimed at Spanish-speakers, was hosted by one of the program’s translators
and shared through her social media network. This online meeting was organized at the last minute as a
replacement for the Spanish portion of an MZ Zoom webinar which had to be cancelled due to technical
difficulties. However, with over 175 participants and 250+ views to date, it has more views than any other
MZ meeting. This event highlights not only the success of experimenting with different platforms
(Facebook Live might be more accessible and popular than Zoom in some communities), but also the
power of finding the right ambassadors and tapping into their existing networks. Building relationships
with people with the right connections can take time, but the results speak for themselves.
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•

•

Postcards describing the EAP program were left at several popular water refill stations. Rather than asking
residents to participate in the program’s development, which might have discouraged people who already
feel overwhelmed, the flyers emphasized that the program could provide clean, healthy, free water, with
delivery tailored to the user. The result was an increase in phone calls from community members
interested in taking advantage of the offer. This highlights that for a certain segment of the community,
simply stating what the program has to offer for them will be more appealing than asking for greater
involvement.
Using Zoom instead of holding in-person meetings has been a new experience for all the MZs, and they
have had to learn lessons quickly and adapt on the fly. Some of the best practices they have adapted are:
1. Holding all questions and comments until the formal presentation is concluded. This prevents the
conversation from getting off track.
2. One MZ received comments that indicated requiring attendees to register for meetings was a
disincentive, so they began using open public links instead.
3. The MZs have learned that they must invite residents to online events through multiple channels
(email, mail, websites, flyers, social media, texts, radio & TV, personal connections, etc.), and
continue to experiment with new ones, rather than relying on a single outreach method.

Next Steps
The next stages will focus will be on broad community engagement and direct communication with the residents
most likely to have unsafe nitrate levels. Outreach will include information sharing through the mail and online,
public meetings (online, and in-person when safe), flyers and posters, and the use community networks. The MZs
will continue to work with the NGO partners, local officials, leaders, and activists throughout the entire program to
ensure that safe drinking water is provided to every community member in need.
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CV-SALTS Quarterly Update
April, 2021

The first quarter of 2021 was a pivotal period for CV-SALTS. Two innovative programs, the Nitrate
Control Program and the Salt Control Program, have rolled out to permitted dischargers and
communities. The Central Valley Water Board launched these programs with Notices to Comply for
Priority 1 basins for nitrate in May 2020 and valley-wide for salt in January 2021.
Nitrate Control Program
The Nitrate Control Program has three priorities: Providing safe drinking water to residents, reducing
nitrate impacts to water supplies, and restoring groundwater supply where reasonable and feasible.
This quarter, the newly formed Management Zones that are responsible for the Priority 1 groundwater
basins began focusing on safe drinking water solutions. After gathering public input through large-scale
outreach and online meetings, each Management Zone submitted an Early Action Plan, detailing
specifically how it will conduct water-quality testing and deliver clean water to affected residents.
Starting May 7th, 2021, the Management Zones will continue to build community relationships and
involve residents as they begin implementing these Early Action Plans.

Salt Control Program
The Salt Control Program is focused on preserving high-quality water, preventing continued impacts in
areas identified as salt sensitive, and achieving long-term salt level sustainability.
At the beginning of the year, the program began sending Notices to Comply to all regulated dischargers,
informing them of their options and responsibilities. Dischargers must choose between the Alternative
Permitting Approach and the Conservative Permitting Approach, file a Notice of Intent, and submit
payment on the Central Valley Water Board online portal by July 15, 2021. More than ### dischargers
have already registered and paid their fees for 2021.
To help explain the program, CV-SALTS hosted a webinar detailing the new Salt Control Program
requirements and considerations for selecting a permitting approach. It had over 700 participants, over
90% of whom found it valuable. The presentation video, slides, and Q&A session answers have been
posted at cvsalts.info.
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Webinar Questions and Answers

The following responses do not address site-specific permit
requirements. For site-specific questions about your permit
requirements, email cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.
SUMMARY
Geography
What is the area of coverage for the Salt Control Program? Is this the Valley itself or the watersheds
covered by the CV region?
The jurisdiction of the Central Valley Water Board and the Salt Control Program encompasses
three hydrologic regions (watersheds): the Sacramento River, the San Joaquin River, and the
Tulare Lake Basin. The Sacramento Valley River hydrologic region includes the foothills, Sierra
and Plumas Counties, the Pit River, Pope Valley (Napa) and Lake County.

Program Exemptions
Are there exemptions from the Salt Control Program?
No. If you received a Notice to Comply (NTC), you must participate in the program. The Salt
Control Program does not include any exemption provisions for those that receive an NTC.
Although not an exemption, the Conservative Permitting Approach provides an option for certain
dischargers who provide the necessary documentation to show that they are not degrading
groundwater quality. The Alternative Permitting Approach most likely will provide a more costeffective means of compliance through Phase 1, even to those that can meet the requirements of
the Conservative Approach. Please note, however, that subsequent to release of the Notice to
Comply, the State Water Board adopted a Winery General Order that exempted out very small
facilities. Depending on the applicability of the State Water Board’s Winery General Order, your
facility may be excluded from the Salt Control Program if you are not subject to the newly
adopted Winery General Order.

Pathway Selection
When do I need to comply?
If you received a Notice to Comply for the Salt Control Program, you must select a permitting
pathway and file your Notice of Intent (NOI) with the Central Valley Water Board by July 15,
2021. There are two permitting options, the Alternative Permitting Approach and the
Conservative Permitting Approach. In most cases, the Alternative Permitting Approach will be
the most cost-effective compliance option.

For More Information
Where can I get more information?
Additional information is available at www.cvsalts.info. The webinar presentation and recording
are posted there, as well as program information and registration page for the Alternative
Permitting Approach. The Central Valley Water Board compliance guidelines are available here.
The payment portal is available at https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Webinar Questions and Answers
Questions

Answers

PROGRAM EXEMPTIONS
General
It seems like the Notice to Comply for our Aquifer
Storage and Recovery program is a mistake. We inject
treated surface water (EC around 170) into our
groundwater zone (EC around 900) for recovery at a
later date, so we're improving the groundwater
conditions for salt. How should we proceed?

What if the facility is a small winery located on
farmland that is already part of a participatory
coalition (nitrate/drinking water compliance) fee
program, is this facility exempt or does this facility
have to participate and pay additional fees for this
program?

What are the qualifications for exemption? We are a
tiny winery outside Somerset not near any water
bodies.

Are there any exemptions? For instance, if our
discharge isn't located in a defined groundwater
basin? Or if the native soil and groundwater quality is
already a salt sink and far lower quality than our
discharge quality?

We are not tied into municipal water source (we have
wells).

Almost all activities contribute or threaten to contribute
to the salinity problem. If you received an NTC, you must
participate in the program. Your situation may be
appropriate for the Conservative Pathway.
Unless you are a member of the Irrigated Lands
Regulatory Program (except for the Tule Basin and
Sacramento Valley coalitions), Dairy Representative
Monitoring Program, or the Poultry Order, you must
participate and pay fees for the Salt Control Program. The
nitrate control program is a separate process. However,
the State Water Board recently adopted a new Winery
General Order. Depending on the size of the winery, if you
are under the threshold for application of the Winery
General Order, you may no longer be subject to the Salt
Control Program.
See response above for small wineries. Other than the
small category of wineries that may no longer be subject
to the Salt Control Program, if you received an NTC, you
must participate in the program. The Salt Control
Program does not include any exemption provisions for
those that receive a Notice to Comply. Although not an
exemption, the Conservative Permitting Approach
provides an option for certain dischargers who provide
the necessary documentation to show that they are not
degrading groundwater quality. The Alternative
Permitting approach most likely will provide a more costeffective means of compliance through Phase 1, even to
those that can meet the conservative approach.
The water source for your facility does not determine your
requirements. If you received an NTC, you must
participate in the program. The Salt Control Program does
not include any exemption provisions for those that
receive a Notice to Comply. Although not an exemption,
the Conservative Permitting Approach provides an option
for certain discharges who provide the necessary
documentation to show that they are not degrading
groundwater quality. The Alternative Permitting approach
most likely will provide a more cost-effective means of
compliance through Phase 1, even to those that can meet
the conservative approach.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Webinar Questions and Answers

Location

What if the facility is not located in any prioritized
basin (low or medium/high)?

If you received an NTC, you are in a regulated area and
must participate in the program. The Salt Control
Program requirements apply to all permitted dischargers
of salt within the Central Valley Water Board jurisdiction,
which includes three hydrologic basins (Sacramento River,
San Joaquin River, and Tulare Lake). You may be referring
to priorities for groundwater basins under either the
Nitrate Control Program (nitrate discharges) or the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (groundwater
sustainability).

Low Salinity
Our WWTP is a low flow 30,000 to 100,000 gpd
located at a remote ski resort near Tahoe. We also
have very low salinity levels. Should we be eligible for
exemption?
We treat about 3000 GPD, we have very low salts, we
are located at Lake McClure so should be exempt.

Almost all activities contribute or threaten to contribute
to the salinity problem. If you received an NTC, you must
participate in the program. However, you may qualify for
the Conservative Permitting Approach.

No Discharge
Why would a compost facility with an engineered pad
and berms to prevent salt migration to groundwater
and surface water be subject to this regulation?

Sorry--follow-up (email got truncated). If zero
discharge but facility retains WDR, would we be
exempt from CVSALTS compliance? Or would the
permit need to be cancelled?

Almost all activities contribute or threaten to contribute
to the salinity problem. If your composting facility
received an NTC, you must follow the requirements of the
program as specified in your NTC. Questions regarding
your specific circumstances should be directed to the
Central Valley Water Board at
cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.
WDRs are issued for discharges or for the potential to
discharge. If you received an NTC, you must participate in
the program. If there is no impact to groundwater or
surface water, you may be able to justify compliance
through the Conservative Pathway. Before terminating a
WDR, you should confer directly with the Central Valley
Water Board.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Webinar Questions and Answers

Ponds
I manage recreation areas with oxidation ponds. There
is not any discharge any wastewater. All of our waste
solids are removed from vaults and the liquid is
pumped into ponds to evaporate off.
My facility does not discharge to land. We have 4 lined
ponds. Do I still need to Participate?
Our wastewater ponds function through evaporation
and the wastewater is removed by a contractor and
treated off-site. We don't release any water into the
natural environment. Are we exempt?
We use stabilization ponds. The ponds are sealed with
buried membrane liner. The reporting requirements
under current permits are to monitor freeboard and
nuisance conditions. The ponds are for evaporation,
no discharge onto any land surface or into channels or
waterways. All discharge is contained within the
ponds. There is no WWTF, and EC is not currently
monitored nor was it monitored in the past. Not sure
how compliance would be achieved with what the
facility uses for wastewater management.

Almost all activities contribute or threaten to contribute
to the salinity problem. If you received an NTC, you must
participate in the program. If there is no impact to
groundwater or surface water, you may be able to justify
compliance with the conservative compliance option.

Discharge to Sewer or Wastewater
Treatment Plant
Does this apply to a refrigerated warehouse that
discharges back to the sewer? We do not discharge to
a basin or any other bodies of water or land.
I consult for a small community that discharges to a
larger community's WWTP. The larger community also
has to comply. Is the smaller community exempt?
Our facility gets water from the city and discharge
back to the sewer. Does this comply to us?
Does the NOI requirement apply to facilities that have
permitted WW discharges to POTWs?
Does the NOI requirement apply to facilities that have
permitted WW discharges to facilities that have
permitted Industrial SW discharges?
What about composting facilities discharge is treated
by WW Plant?

Almost all activities contribute or threaten to contribute
to the salinity problem. If you received an NTC, you must
participate in the program. Satellite collection systems
would have to comply separately if they received a
separate NTC. If the facility solely discharges to a sewer
system, contact the Central Valley Water Board for a
review of the NTC.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Webinar Questions and Answers

PROGRAM DETAILS
Notice to Comply
In oil and gas, are inactive/historic ponds planned for
closure included in the NTC?
As a WWTP that accepts flows from an Industrial
Discharger, will the salt compliance also apply to the
Industrial Discharger's permit or will the WWTP be
responsible for all flows it accepts.
We received a Notice to Comply for two facilities with
the same Facility/Place ID, but different CV-SALTS ID's.
One is for our WDR Order for Land Application and the
other is for our WDR General Order for Recycled
Water. Do I need to register both even though the
discharge to the Recycled Water Fill Stations (General
Order) is supplied from the discharge of the Water
Recycling Facility (WDR)?
We did not receive a CV-SALTS ID for our NPDES
Surface Water Discharge Order. Should we have
received another ID for the NPDES Order?
What criteria was used to select the sites listed on my
NTC?
Did only surface water dischargers get these letters, or did
land dischargers also get them and have to comply?

All ponds listed in your permit are to be included if you are
participating in the Alternative Pathway. If you are
considering the Conservative Pathway contact your
Central Valley Water Board Permit contact.
The WWTP is responsible for the discharge that is
permitted. The WWTP’s authority to permit or limit
discharges from industrial dischargers into its system is
not altered or changed by the Salt Control Program.

Many facilities have more than one permit and the
community fee category adjusted for multiple permits.

Please email cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov the specific
information of your facilities and order numbers so that
the Central Valley Water Board can research this further.
All permittees that are expected or have the potential to
discharge salinity (i.e., most permittees) received an NTC.
This includes discharges and threatened discharges to
both surface water and land.

Salt Sources
We all know there is salt in the mountains. With snow
rainfall and salt being used on roads, what is the
impact to the valley?
In the previous studies, do they show a primary
contributor of salt to the water? Ag vs. municipal? I'm
thinking of individual home water softening systems
which use quite a bit of salt.
What compounds are included in "salt"?

The P&O Study will be characterizing salt sources and
impacts conditions throughout the region. Caltrans will be
a participant in the study.
All uses of water contribute salts, Ag usage and
community residents are significant contributors of salts.
The P&O study will evaluate the impacts of residential
softening from salt-based systems.
The basin plan amendment defines salinity as: electrical
conductivity, total dissolved solids, fixed dissolved solids,
chloride, sulfate, and sodium.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Webinar Questions and Answers

Permit Changes

Will NTC’s associated with previous WDR permits be
rescinded?
If so, can a letter with permit status be provided or is
another means required?

If a permittee's WDR is rescinded and they no longer have
an active permit, they will be removed from the program.
The Central Valley Water Board can provide email
confirmation of their removal or a hard-copy letter, if
requested. If a permittee's WDR is replaced by a new
order, The Central Valley Water Board will maintain their
CV-SALTS ID and update its database with the new order
number. A permittee with an active permit must still
comply with the program requirements, even if their NTC
references their older order. The Central Valley Water
Board can issue a correction letter, if requested.

Will future individual WDR's issued by the Regional
Board defer to compliance with the Salt Control Plan
for dealing with salinity limitations OR will there be
additional restrictions that a facility will have to
comply with?

This will depend on the individual permit and pathway
choice. For example, if a permittee joins the P&O study
and is maintaining existing salinity minimization practices,
the WDR may defer to the Salt Control Program
requirements. If the permittee has no requirements for
salinity minimization, additional measures may be
required by the program they are in.

Other Regulatory Programs
Have the NTC been issued for both the salt and nitrate
control programs?

Is there a similar Notice and NOI filing coming for
Nitrates?
How is this program anticipated to coordinate with
SGMA?

Nitrate Notices to Comply were issued in May 2020 for
dischargers in the six Priority 1 subbasins for nitrate:
Turlock, Modesto, Chowchilla, Kings, Kaweah, and Tule. A
Notice to Comply will be issued between 2022 and 2024
for Priority 2 Groundwater Basins: Yolo, Merced, Kern
County (west side south), Tulare Lake, Kern County (Peso),
Delta Mendota, Eastern San Joaquin, and Madera.
The P&O Study will include coordination with the
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) formed under
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).

Responsibility
Again - why is the cost burden being allocated to
producers and not to the end beneficiaries (i.e.,
consumers) - and to the state for past
mismanagement of resources???
Given that a large portion of the salt problem is the
direct result of government mismanagement of water
and other resources - particularly exporting water to
LA and the Southern Valley, which causes greater
salinity in the Delta by decreasing flushing flows - why
isn’t this burden being placed on taxpayers instead of
resource users???
How will non-point source salt and nitrogen
"discharges" be addressed? Ex. individual septic
systems, residential fertilizer applications, etc.

The P&O Study will be looking at all possible sources to
fund management actions needed to have a sustainable
water supply and expects that funding will be needed
from State, Federal and Local levels to adequately
manage salt sustainably. All water users are believed to
be beneficiaries.

The P&O Study will be characterizing all salt sources and
conditions throughout the Valley and assessing salt
management strategies.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program

6
PACKAGE - Page 15
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PERMIT PATHWAYS
CHOOSING A PATHWAY

Coalitions
Earlier you mentioned ILRP clients are
covered by their coalitions. Do they have
the option to choose their own pathway?

No. The coalition determines the pathway and pays the fee for its members. To
make a different determination you would need to no longer be a member of the
coalition.

Applicability
For a municipality with a WDR, if some of
our settling ponds meet the 900 us/cm and
other ponds don't. Is it recommended to
take the alternative pathway since not all
the ponds meet the 900us/cm criteria, or is
there still a possibility to take the
conservative pathway?

The Alternative Pathway is likely a more cost-effective approach. It is unlikely that
you could economically take the conservative path. To meet the Conservative
Pathway permitting option, the permittee is required to show that discharges
from the facility in its entirety can comply with applicable MUN and AGR
conservative values and antidegradation.

If you received an NTC, you are required to comply with the Salt Control Program.
You have the option to consider and choose which permitting pathway is
We maintain a school septic system in the
appropriate for the facility. For many permittees, the Alternative Pathway will be
Sacramento Valley Foothills about 3000 ft
most cost-effective. For guidance on the specific requirements visit cvsalts.info
amsl - how will this apply to our site?
and the guidance document at
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/cvsalts/forms_temps_guide/salt_guidance.pdf.
Wineries covered by WDRs that discharge
to their vineyards should follow Path A?

It is not the discharge location, but quality of the discharge that determines
eligibility for following Path A. The Alternative Pathway is likely a more costeffective approach.

Same question as David J above, if a winery
discharges their process wastewater to a If you received an NTC you will be participating in both programs. The permits
vineyard under its WDR, but that vineyard and fees are separate. Neither fee will be significant for small facilities such as
yours.
is also enrolled in an ILRP, which takes
priority for this program?
Regulated discharges can select the Alternative Pathway. Please note that if you
are a member irrigated lands, dairy/bovine, or poultry coalitions, your coalition
Will the lead entity confirm we can choose
has already made this selection. If you elect the Alternative Pathway, you must
the Alternative Pathway aka Pathway 2?
sign the participation agreement (online), pay the fee (online or by check), and
submit your NOI with your payment receipt.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Current Requirements
Farmers using the Integrated Farm
Drainage Management (IFDM) are
exempted from ILRP reporting and
therefore not part of coalitions. How do
this impact farmers using IFDM?

If you received a NTC you will be participating in both programs. The salt
compliance program and fee are separate.

Do those small wineries and food
processors whose permits have
antidegradation language in them meet
Path A?

Not necessarily. If a Discharger selects Path A, the Central Valley Water Board will
re-evaluate the facility and its ability to comply with the Salt Control Program and
the Path A requirements. This evaluation is independent of existing permit
conditions.

If a facility is evaluating zero discharge,
would the zero discharge need to be fully
implemented prior to the data of 7/15?

Yes. Further, the facility would need confirmation that it is no longer subject to
Central Valley Water Board authority, which is necessary for any discharge or
threatened discharge.

The Salt Control program contains specific provisions for NPDES discharges
considering the conservative approach. Under the conservative approach, the
If we have an Annual Average EC effluent Central Valley Water Board must use conservative, numeric values to protect
limitation in our current NPDES, does this either the agricultural beneficial use (AGR) or the municipal beneficial use (MUN),
have any bearing on determining pathways which is the more sensitive beneficial use. The AGR numeric value is evaluated as
or fee schedules?
a monthly average and MUN is evaluated as an annual average. It is
recommended that you review the provisions in the Basin Plan and discuss this
further with your permit writer.
Municipal wastewater treatment plants
under WDRs have to perform Salt
The purpose of the Salt Minimization Studies is to identify reasonable and feasible
Minimization Studies and associated
methods for reducing salts and continuing reasonable actions to control salts
reporting. Does this salt control program tie during Phase I of the Salt Control Program. Under the Alternative Permitting
into the ongoing salt minimization
Approach, the Central Valley Water Board must require discharges to continue to
reporting through WDRs? Is this in lieu of implement, reasonable, feasible and practicable efforts to control levels of salt in
the salt minimization compliance required discharges.
per WDRs?

Switching Pathways
Can you switch back and forth between the
options? Are you locked into one option?
Is there an off ramp? Meaning, can you
select the collaborative pathway then move
over to the conservative pathway once
Changing pathways is permissible but is subject to meeting certain conditions and
adequate data is available?
Central Valley Water Board approval.
Once you choose alternative pathway, are
you locked in to paying for the 10-15 years?
Will the study itself release participants
when determined that they are not causing
significant salt loading?

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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ALTERNATIVE PATHWAY
Irrigated Lands Coalitions

Are the ILRPs participating in the alternative pathway?

Most are. The Tule and the Sacramento Valley ILRPs are
still determining their compliance approach. Contact
your ILRP coalition for additional information:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_is
sues/irrigated_lands/regulatory_information/for_grower
s/coalition_groups/

Vineyard operators that are part of an Irrigated Lands
Do Vineyard Operators who participate in a monitoring coalition do not need to comply with this program
coalition need to comply individually with this program? individually. Coalitions are addressing compliance with
the Salt Control Program for all their members.

Current Requirements
I currently operate under a small winery waiver (R52020-0002), which was just renewed last year. If I select
the alternative path, can I continue to operate under this
current waiver until it expires in 2025?

Yes. Dischargers choosing the Alternative Pathway
For the alternative approach, the Notice to Comply says continue to be subject to existing salinity requirements in
– continue implementation of performance-based
their current permits unless revisions are necessary for
measures and existing salinity management
consistency with the Alternative Pathway.
program/best management practices – if the site does
not have a salinity management program are they
required to just meet their existing discharge permit
requirements and no additional salinity requirements?
Dischargers choosing the Alternative Pathway must
continue to meet salinity requirements in their current
Since the alternative pathway provides you with a
permits that are related to implementation of
temporary exemption to the stringent salt standards, but
reasonable, feasible, and practicable efforts to control
you still have to do your best to comply with those
levels of salt in discharges. Relief from meeting stringent
standards, what level of exemption or leeway is
salt standards is for the duration of the P&O Study and
provided? Up to what point does the alternative
the current basin plan amendment. The P&O Study will
pathway exemption last?
result in changes to the basin plan and new or different
requirements for Phase II.
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Participation

How will entities be able to participate along this
journey?

In the Alternative Approach, beyond paying fees, what
will the "Participation" requirements be?
Other than paying annual fees, will other
requirements/data will be required during the P&O
study?

The Central Valley Water Board will be updating your
permit requirements moving forward, and they will be
communicating with you. By abiding by those terms, and
paying the P&O Study fees, you will be in compliance. If
you are over a certain salinity threshold, you may need to
have a salinity minimization plan. These requirements
are intended to ensure continued implementation of
reasonable, feasible, and practical efforts so that they do
not cause undue burdens on dischargers while studies
are underway regarding long-term solutions.
Participating in the Alternative Pathway only applies
during Phase I for approximately 10 years. As the Salt
Control Program moves into Phases II and III, there will
be new requirements based on the Phase I study results.
it will determine which dischargers participate and how.
Regulated dischargers and others can participate in the

If an entity selects the Alternative Pathway, pays the fee, CV-SALTS activities, including the P&O Study, at the level
and submits the certificate, what ongoing participation is they choose. As the studies develop, there will also be
opportunities to participate in regional studies and
expected as part of the P&O study?
planning.
In clarification to my first question, in the Alternative
Approach, what will we be required to do in the first part
of the study beyond paying fees?

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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CONSERVATIVE PATHWAY
Antidegradation
To qualify for the conservative pathway, Step 4 of the
draft guidance requires a discharge to “not result in
degradation in a receiving water now or in the future
(over at least a 30-year planning horizon).” What is
meant by this? Can a discharge that complies with the
conservative 700/1,000 thresholds qualify for the
conservative approach even if their discharge EC is
greater than background receiving water?
For example, POTWs in the Sierra foothills have fairly
low EC (<400), albeit the discharge EC is greater than
background receiving water (snow melt). Essentially, can
POTWs in the foothills qualify for the conservative
approach?

It is possible that dischargers located in the foothills may be
especially suited to taking the Conservative Pathway.
However, the Salt Control Plan requires that the Central
Valley Water Board find that allowing the permittee to
degrade a high-quality water better serves the people of the
state rather than their participation in the P&O Study for
Phase I of the Salt Control Program. Notably, this is a
complex topic, and you should contact the Central Valley
Water Board at cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.

If discharge is to percolation basin but background GW is
>700 uS/cm can we demonstrate that: 1. The discharge
Questions regarding your specific circumstances should be
does not increase salinity above background and 2.
directed to the Central Valley Water Board at
Regulatory controls are in place to trigger remedial
cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.
measures if the discharge in future causes increase
above background?
Is the scope of the antidegradation analysis be limited to Yes, it can be broader, but must include salts for this
salts?
program.
How recently should an Antidegradation Analysis have
been completed to be considered sufficient?

The analysis must be recent enough to reflect current
conditions. This is a complex topic, and you should contact
the Central Valley Water Board at
cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.

Conservative approach needs salinity characterization
Questions regarding your specific circumstances should be
report and antidegradation analysis? Or is an engineer's directed to the Central Valley Water Board at
antidegradation analysis enough?
cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.
What if receiving water does not meet conservative
limits? Are you eligible to discharge higher salinity as
long as it does not further degrade degraded water?

At a minimum, the discharge must be able to meet
conservative limits. For questions specific to the impact to
the receiving water, you should contact the Central Valley
Water Board at cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.

Assessment
The City of Sacramento has a Combined Sewer System
that discharges into the Sacramento River during times
of severe storm events and discharges are rather
infrequent. How extensive will the analysis be for a
discharger that discharges to the Sacramento River
anywhere from 1 to about 6 times a year?

This Q&A provides general responses to questions. For
specific questions, you should contact the Central Valley
Water Board at cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Growers that are part of an Irrigated Lands Regulatory
Does each farmer need to do these assessments if they Program coalition do not need to conduct any assessment. If
chose the conservative approach?
a grower does not agree with the coalitions’ chosen
approach, the grower should contact their coalition directly.

Board Review
If an entity takes the conservative approach and receives The Board will determine if the discharger is abiding by their
approval, what are the risks if regional salinity
individual Conservative Pathway requirements. For more
degradation continues?
information email cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.
What happens if the Water Board determines the
discharger does not meet the requirements of the
Conservative Approach after NOI and reports have been
submitted?

The entity will then need to re-consider participating in the
P&O Study. Notably, however, if an entity enters the P&O
Study after the original due date, they may be assessed back
fees by the entity administering the P&O Study.

How will the Regional Board determine what is in the
maximum interest of the people of the state when
evaluating whether a discharger can go with the
conservative approach? Even if other aspects are in the
discharger's favor, this item could bump folks into the
alternative approach. Thanks.

The Salt Control Program requires that the Central Valley
Water Board find that allowing the permittee to degrade
high quality water under the Conservative approach better
serves the people of the state rather than their participation
in the P&O Study for Phase I of the Salt Control Program.

Documentation
For the conservative approach, how does a WWTP show
that there will be no degradation in the future (over at
least a 30-year planning horizon), as required by the
Guidance document?

Discuss your specific facility with your permit contact at the
Central Valley Water Board. Most consultants working with
wastewater facilities are familiar with the requirements for
Antidegradation determinations needed by the Board.

Conservative NTC Approach: Will data be submitted via If the permittee normally submits through CIWQS, that
CIWQS or will a new/separate data submittal platform would not change. Not all programs use CIWQS, so it would
be utilized?
be program-specific.
The NOI form for Pathway 1 (Conservative Salinity
Permitting Approach) requires an evaluation of whether
discharge results in exceedance of applicable threshold
or threatens to cause additional degradation of
groundwater. Is documentation of a discharge to a land
application area with concentrations less than the 700 Discuss your specific facility with your permit contact at the
Central Valley Water Board.
uS/cm objective adequate to demonstrate that the
discharge does not cause additional groundwater
degradation even if the shallow groundwater
concentrations under the site are elevated above the
WQO? Or would more rigorous studies be required to
assess the causes of impacts beneath the site?
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My agency has just completed and received an annual
wastewater discharge report. Would that contain
information that would be similar in the salt
characterization report?

The response to this question is dependent on the
information contained in your annual waste discharge
report. For more information, contact the Central Valley
Water Board at cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov.

Does background Electrical Conductivity (EC) and Total
Dissolved Solid (TDS) for effluent and receiving waters
need to be submitted? If so, how many years of data
would be sufficient?

Yes, to conduct a proper evaluation, effluent and receiving
water data needs to be evaluated and submitted if you
select the conservative permitting approach. There is no
exact number of years identified, but the amount of data
must be sufficient to characterize the existing discharge and
receiving water limits under variable hydrologic conditions.

Many facilities have been participating in CV-SALTS for more
than 10 years. These requirements have been in the draft
Why wait until now to let us know of the need for these and final basin plan for almost two years. Despite significant
Assessment Studies that may or may not qualify us for outreach some permittees were unaware of these changes
the Conservative Pathway?
by the Central Valley Water Board. The Alternative Pathway
will be used by most who have not already completed such
studies and data collection.

EC Criteria
Which EC criteria should the facility abide by if the
facility is neither agricultural or municipal?

The criteria are based on the beneficial use of the water that
you discharge to, groundwater or surface waters, not based
on the facility.

What EC criteria should the facility abide by if the
incoming source of water has an EC of more than 900
uS/cm?

You would not be able to meet either criteria and the
alternative path would be the only option for your facility.

Background EC is >700 uS/cm. Site is surrounded by
The key determination is the quality of the discharge and if
irrigated crop land. Can background be considered with
it can meet the conservative numeric values for EC.
respect to demonstrating Pathway 1?
The Alternative Pathway is likely a more cost-effective
approach. It is unlikely that you could economically take the
Would you still qualify for the conservative approach if
conservative path. To meet the Conservative Pathway
unlined ponds exceeded 700 due to water recycling but
permitting option, the permittee is required to show
final discharge is less than 700?
compliance with applicable MUN and AGR conservative
values and antidegradation.
You might clarify if the 700 EC is applied to the point of
discharge or first encountered groundwater.

The conservative numeric values apply to the discharge
itself.

Is the EC threshold the only threshold currently
established or is there thresholds established for the
other constituents related to salt in effluent water
sources?

Currently, the only threshold is EC.
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Where is the EC threshold applied? Is it at the point of
The point of discharge.
discharge or at the first monitoring well at groundwater?

Monitoring
Some regulated septic systems in the foothills treat small
residential communities that can have low salinity in
Facility-specific information would be needed. However, the
their discharge because the community is supplied with Board would consider a mass balance calculation under
mountain water. However, the salinity data for such
certain scenarios and depending on the size of the data set,
systems may be quite limited relative to the EC
Monte-Carlo or representative statistical projections may be
monitoring/data requirements recommended in the
needed. Contact cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov and provide
draft guidance for the conservative approach. Is the
your CV-SALTS ID. The Central Valley Water Board can
Regional Board open to working with the data on-hand follow up with the appropriate program staff to explore
for these or other dischargers so that they can go with data options.
the conservative approach?
The Guidance document states that three receiving
water monitoring locations are needed- upstream,
immediately downstream, and further downstream
where the discharge is fully mixed with the receiving
water. If a WWTP's NPDES permit only requires an
upstream and downstream monitoring location, is this
sufficient? Further, the Guidance document states that a
minimum of monthly data is needed. If WWTP
groundwater monitoring requirements only require
quarterly monitoring of EC, is this sufficient?

Unless there has been a material change in the discharge or
there has been large variations in the salinity levels over
time, longer data sets should be adequate. Please confirm
with your permitting staff.

I am at a campsite and have three different ponds sites
and don't discharge year-round. What if I don't have
monitoring wells?

Facility specific information would be needed. Please
contact the Central Valley Water Board for further
questions.

Permit Process

Conservative NTC Approach: Will the NPDES permit be
altered with new discharge limits?

Changes to a permit will depend on existing permit
conditions and the facility. If the facility meets the
requirements of the Conservative Pathway with their current
permit provisions, no future changes may be needed. If the
permittee demonstrates that a change or addition of permit
limitations will be needed to meet the Conservative
Pathway, updates to the permit will be required.

Would an example of the "conservative option" be
continuing to comply with an Individual WDR or would
we need to engage in a new permitting process?

To determine compliance with the Salt Control Program, you
need to evaluate the requirements in the Basin Plan. Existing
permits may not comply with such provisions and may need
to be updated.
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FEES, PAYMENT PROCESSES &
FILING
Fees
My client is a gravel mining site and only uses water over The payment portal is available at
a very small portion of the overall site. How may I find https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
out how the fee is determined?
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.
The payment portal is available at
We have a closed landfill we are in the process of
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
capping (inactive). Will there be a fee for this, or are only
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started. All permitted
active landfills included?
facilities must comply.
For Oil & Gas: How will be assessment be based for
CIPA worked with the industry to assist us with a way for
"each pond facility"? If there are several small ponds in large and small producers to pay a fair share. Each Pond
a "facility", is it assessed as one, or is each pond assessed listed in your Permit should be counted and the total
individually? Currently, the State Water Board assesses entered online. The payment portal is available at
the WDR holders for the volume discharged at each
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
facility, which might consist of several "ponds".
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.
Many of these facilities will have lower costs by
Could you explain how CSDs, PUDs, MWCs need to
participating in the Alternative Pathway. The Central Valley
comply with these orders of compliances, if they are
Water Board is required by law to protect groundwater from
categorized as representing Disadvantaged, and/or
increasing salinity, including from facilities in disadvantaged
Severely Disadvantaged Communities? Who should they
communities. The fee structure is designed to avoid costly
be reaching out to with concerns in not being able to pay
facility upgrades until studies can find cost-effective salt
the fee for the development of their letters of intent?
solutions in these and other communities.
The Central Valley Salinity Coalition is working with the
What about wineries that do not produce (i.e., no
Wine Institute to assign them on an equivalent basis to
bottling and no crush) and are bulk terminals only? Will
wineries, likely based on wastewater produced. You can
fees be prorated?
send the details directly to dcozad@cvsalinity.org.
What if a winery is a crush only facility and does not
bottle onsite? Should the gallons produced be
converted to cases, even though there is no bottling?

Yes. Convert your total production to standard case
Is the case production bracket equivalent of gallons
equivalents. You can send the details directly to
produced or just bottled wine produced? If fee
dcozad@cvsalinity.org.
calculation is based on case production, what does apply
for wineries producing more than 500,000gal/year but
case production (bottled wine) less than 5,000?
How will fees be determined for small discharges less
than 1MGD (10,000gpd)?

The payment portal is available at
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started. All permitted
facilities must comply but are ratioed to permitted size.
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Do you have a cost for each participant based if they
choose the alternative pathway?

The payment portal is available at
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.

Would there be any consideration for a fee reduction
consideration for a non-profit de minimis discharger.

The payment portal is available at
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started. Limited impact
dischargers are the lowest cost.

If you have two surface water discharge permits for a
single facility, are two fees required (if two Notices to
Comply were received)?

Yes, two fees are required but they were reduced as they are
at the same facility. The payment portal is available at
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.

Will County LAMP updates include a CV-SALTS review
LAMP updates will include CV-SALTS requirements as
and fee assessment for Counties for their onsite system appropriate. They will likely be required to participate in the
inventory?
future.

Fees Category
Where does Aquaculture fall under?

Your industry is "other" and the payment portal is available
at https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need
your CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.

What type of industry would a Walnut Huller be
considered?

Food Processor, and the payment portal is available at
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.

What if you are a POTW that accepts food processing
wastewater? How would we be characterized in the
payment program?

POTW, and the payment portal is available at
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.

Other, unless the permit is held by a community, and the
Would remediation or pump and treat projects fall under payment portal is available at
community?
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.
On the payment form, is a POTW considered a
"community" or "other"?

Community, and the payment portal is available at
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.

Fees for Coalition Members
For clarification purposes: dairies and bovine facilities in
good standing with the CVDRMP will not need to submit
a NOI, and those fees currently paid to CVDRMP, will pay
Yes.
for the enrollment in the CV Salts program? And these
facilities will automatically be enrolled in the alternative
pathway?
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If we are part of Sac Valley, do we have to file on our
own or are they filing for us just not paying the fees?

Contact the Sac Valley to determine your approach, they are
not participating in the P&O Study. For irrigated agriculture
(non-rice) in the Sacramento Valley contact Bruce
Houdesheldt at Northern California Water Association
(NCWA) to discuss. (916) 952-1287

Fees Frequency
For wastewater treatment plants are the fees one time
or determined on an annual basis? Thanks.
Is the Alternative Pathway fee one time, annual, and if
annual, for how many years?
Are the fees yearly or a one-time fee?

The fees are paid annually through Phase 1, which will be
10-15 years.

Are these annual fees?
Is fee a one time or annual?
Will this be a yearly fee?
Is the PO fee a one-time or annual fee?

Future Fees
For budgeting purposes, can we get a total fee that is
Yes, the payment portal is available at
owed before actually paying it? We did not budget for
https://www.cvsalinity.org/po-fee-form. You will need your
this in our current fiscal year and will need to budget in
CV-SALTS ID # from your NTC to get started.
March/April for next year (July 1).
Do the fees increase over time?
Are the fees scheduled to increase in the future or
remain flat?

The fees will be set each year by the Central Valley Salinity
Coalition based on the activities and budget for the P&O
Study.

How will the fee structure be determined once the
Part of the P&O study will be to determine the costs and
compliance strategies are defined and we move toward
fees for compliance strategies and implementation.
implementation?

Paperwork
If you pay for P&O online, do you still have to submit an
NOI?
Will a facility need to fill out a NOI if they sign a CVSALTS Yes.
participation agreement and pay fees (i.e., CVSALTS will
perform the enrollment with the Board)?
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Who should sign the participation agreement? Plant
Manager? Legal language outlining proper signatory
authority? Thanks much!

The Legally Responsible Official for the permit or
knowledgeable about the facility and authorized to sign the
agreement should sign it.

Will the lead entity supply us with all the necessary
documentation to submit with our NTC to ensure we are If you elect the Alternative Pathway, you must sign the
in full compliance?
participation agreement (online), pay the fee (online or by
check), and submit your NOI with your payment receipt.
When do the participation agreements need to be
turned in to CVSALTS?

Payment Process
What did you click on that website to pay the invoice?

See the website demo in the webinar recording or
presentation posted at cvsalts.info. The demo begins at
45:20.

Can you pay by check?

Yes. Select the pay by check option in the payment portal.

The Central Valley Salinity Coalition will be updating the
What if your operation has greater than 10 ponds in the
portal to allow up to 60 ponds; if you have more than 60
fee payment process?
ponds contact the CVSC directly at dcozad@cvsalinity.org.
Your fees are identified as you complete the fee payment
Is Daniel the correct contact as “Lead Entity” who will set
process at www.cvsalts.info. If you have questions or
the appropriate pay schedule for facilities seeking the
technical problems with the payment process, email
alternative pathway?
info@cvsalinity.org.
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P&O STUDY
How will rainwater infiltration for recharge be
evaluated? Could this be also considered in
determining benefits and offsetting the salt load for
end of pipe discharges?
With regards to protecting ground water quality, will
CV SALTS include regulation that will limit grower's
ability to leach salts from the effective rootzone? Or
will this be something that is looked at during the P&O
Study before being decided?

Haven't the studies been going on since 2006? Why
have we been paying for the CV-Salts Special Projects
Due & CVCWA Dues, if we are going to have to pay for
additional 10 years under the Alternative Program?

Will entities in areas where salinity issues are currently
much more of a problem have to contribute more to
the P & O study than entities in areas where it isn't as
much of an issue? It seems the former would derive a
larger benefit than the latter from salt management
activities.
What kind of time frame are you looking at for a
resolution to the salt problems? How do you plan to
measure progress? What will be done to modify
requirements when progress (or regress) is observed?

The P&O Study will be considering all possible salt
management options, including groundwater recharge.

The P&O Study will be considering all possible salt
management options, including regulatory approaches.
Most of the studies in the last phase of CV-SALTS were
related to nitrate and did not meet the requirements of
the Central Valley Water Board and the stakeholders. The
Central Valley Water Board determined that additional
time was needed to develop the information needed for a
comprehensive Salt Control Program that meets
stakeholder and Central Valley Water Board needs.
Participation in the P&O study is optional. With respect to
CVCWA-related special project dues, please contact
CVCWA directly.
The P&O Study will be characterizing salt sources and
conditions throughout the Valley and identifying salt
management areas and management strategies to
account for differences. Most industries adjusted the fees
based on salt impacts in some manner.
Phase 1 of the P&O Study is expected to take
approximately 10 years. The Study will identify the
priorities for action, progress measurement, and
adaptation approaches.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Webinar Questions and Answers

PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS
There is a new technology (Cloud SCADA®) for
combining hundreds of community water systems into
regional water systems for data sharing and improved
operations via high performance analytics. Does the
Water Boards have an innovation team that can help
water agencies understand these new technologies
and the huge impact they can have on their water
systems and water quality?
Is it even theoretically possible to leach the existing
salt loads from the soil? And would this result in
groundwater impairment? I'd like to hear more about
the possibility of establishing a sustainable loading
that won't result in groundwater impairment.
Southern California has a long history of struggling
with salts. What successes and failures of regulatory
programs in southern California were looked at in
development of a salt control program in the central
valley?
Not a question but a comment...If you are ever looking
for potential peer input from a similar type of
organization with similar, albeit surface water-focused
water quality challenges, you might consider a reach
out to the Tampa Bay Estuary Program
(https://tbep.org/)...TBEP is a multi-partnered, multifunctional team of municipal, regulatory, industrial,
agricultural, environmental, and community-based
entities and individuals seeking to identify and
implement feasible, practical methods to affect
sustainable change and improvements to ensure the
near and long term health of the Tampa Bay estuary.
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service actively
fund salinity management projects in the Central
Valley. Is there room to partner to make stakeholders
aware of funding?
Are you going to offer or provide technology solutions
for facilities including onsite recovery and recycling,
and also salt separation? We are a technology
provider, and we have one patented technology
product which may be of interest. Most likely it has to
be pilot tested. We don’t know who to contact or
where is best to begin as we don’t work in this space.
You can contact me at ayazdani@exergycorp.com.
USDA Ag Research Service has a Salinity Lab in
Riverside. Has CVSALTS collaborated with the Salinity
Lab on monitoring and data collection? For example,
Dr. Corwin did a study in the Central Valley "Remote
sensing is a viable tool for mapping soil salinity in
agricultural lands"

The Central Valley Water Board does not have an
innovation team. The State Water Resources Control
Board does have staff who focus on streamlining data
collection and transparency, but Central Valley Water
Board staff are not aware of anyone working on Cloud
SCADA.
The P&O Study will be characterizing salt sources and
conditions throughout the Valley and assessing salt
management strategies, including sustainable loadings.
The P&O Study will include consideration of management
strategies applied in other areas of California and other
regions.

Thank you for the suggestion.

Yes. Please contact the program at info@cvsalinity.org.

The P&O Study will be assessing a full range of salt
management strategies.

There are some great developing methodologies for
detecting near surface salinity and impacts on the crops.
This may help Ag deal with rising salinity and manage its
impacts. However, much of the basin lies well below the
root zone and must be managed for both Ag and
Municipal/Domestic drinking water.

CV-SALTS Salt Control Program
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Webinar Questions and Answers

INFORMATION REQUESTS
Is there a publicly available database where we can
see the CV-SALTS IDs and Assessor Parcel Numbers or
similar location information?
As a regulator, how can I determine which of my water
systems have received the letter mentioned here? Is
there a database to check?
Is there Regional Board guidance available for
development/contents of the assessment and the
Salinity Characterization Report?
Can you pls provide the link to the guidance document
that Tess noted in her presentation related to the salt
characterization report?

No there is not a publicly available database. However,
you can email cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov to request a
list of CV-SALTS IDs and associated Facility information.

The guidance document is available at
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/cvsalts/forms_temps_g
uide/salt_guidance.pdf.

Is there a map showing the de-designation areas for
CVSALTS for MUN, AGR, etc.?

There is no single map for the region that shows both
surface and groundwater de-designations, but you can
email cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov to request a map for a
specified area.

I am sure the lead entity is inundated with calls and
questions. What kind of time frame can we anticipate
before we should expect a response or answers
specific to our facility?

This Q&A provides general responses to questions. For
specific questions about the fees and payment portal for
the Alternative Pathway, email info@cvsalinity.org.

For those irrigated agriculture (non-rice) in the
Sacramento Valley and small wineries contact Bruce
Houdesheldt at Northern California Water Association
(NCWA) to discuss. (916) 952-1287

Comment noted.
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
NOTICE OF VIRTUAL PUBLIC WORKSHOP
PRELIMINARY MANAGEMENT ZONE PROPOSALS AND
DRINKING WATER EARLY ACTION PLANS
In May 2018, the Central Valley Water Board adopted new regulations called the
“Nitrate Control Program.” The Nitrate Control Program requires permit holders in the
Central Valley to develop plans to both reduce nitrates in their wastewater and to
provide interim drinking water to affected communities. On April 27, from 1 to 4 pm,
Board staff will hold a virtual public workshop to discuss these plans, which were
submitted to the Board on 8 March 2021.
Background: Nitrate is dangerous to pregnant women and infants when concentrations
in drinking water are above 10 parts per million. Nitrate is present in agricultural
fertilizers, dairy manure, industrial wastewater, septic systems, and in treated sewage.
All these sources have contributed to groundwater pollution in the Central Valley. Under
the Nitrate Control Program, the Board identified areas (Priority 1 and Priority 2 basins),
where nitrates are prevalent in groundwater. Priority 1 basins include the Chowchilla,
Kaweah, Kings, Modesto, Tule, and Turlock subbasins. In Priority 1 basins,
Management Zones formed to meet the requirements of the new Nitrate Control
Program. On 8 March 2021, these Management Zones submitted Preliminary
Management Zone Proposals and Early Action Plans. Preliminary Management Zone
Proposals contain the permit holders’ roadmap for reducing nitrates in their discharges.
Early Action Plans contain proposals for providing interim replacement drinking water to
people whose wells have been polluted by nitrates. Implementation of the Early Action
Plans are scheduled to begin on 7 May 2021.
Preliminary Management Zone Proposals and Early Action Plans are available for
review here:
(https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/salinity/nitrate_mz/)
The Central Valley Water Board has been accepting written comments on these plans
through 14 April 2021. Comments should be emailed to cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov or
mailed to 11020 Sun Center Drive #200, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
Who Should Attend the Workshop: Any person interested in nitrate contamination
issues, including persons with wells that have high levels of nitrates
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26 March 2021

How to Attend This Workshop:
TO WATCH AND LISTEN TO THE WEBCAST (NOT PARTICIPATING):
Individuals who only want to watch or listen should use this option as it preserves
interactive meeting resources for those who are participating for discussion.
YOUTUBE LIVE STREAM URL (https://youtu.be/1XsorYIYMqE)
TO COMMUNICATE AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING (via ZOOM):
Persons wishing to join in on discussion for the workshop will need to do so using
Zoom and will need to contact the Board by email to receive the Zoom Meeting
ID and password for the workshop.
Instructions for requesting the Zoom Meeting ID and password:
•

By 5:00 p.m. the day before the Board Workshop:
o Send an email to cvsalts@waterboards.ca.gov
o In the Subject line, indicate: 27 April 2021 Speaker
o In the body of the email, indicate:
 Your name
 Who you represent (i.e., self, another person, an
organization)
 Identify whether you intend to participate via
videoconference (your computer microphone and speaker)
or by telephone
 If calling in by telephone, please provide the last three digits
of the telephone number you will be calling from

The Board will respond to your email with the Zoom Meeting ID and password
for the meeting.
If you do not send an email by 5:00 p.m. the day before the Board
workshop, please send the email as soon as you can. You cannot
participate in the Zoom meeting until you receive an email with the Zoom ID
and password. This means you may need to begin watching the webcast
available on YouTube.
For general questions, to request a special accommodation, or to request interpreter
services, please send an e-mail to agenda5@waterboards.ca.gov or call (916) 4643291. Please request special accommodations or interpreter services at least 10
business days in advance of the meeting. TTY users may contact the California Relay
Service at 1-800-735-2929 or voice line at 1-800-735-2922.
This public virtual workshop will include a Workgroup of the Central Valley Water Board,
consisting of Chairman, Karl E. Longley and Board Member, Denise Kadara.
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Please bring the above information to the attention of anyone you know who would be
interested in this matter.

Date: 2021.03.26
13:25:38 -07'00'
Patrick Pulupa
Executive Officer
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Management Zone Outreach Stories
The following are the initial concepts for featured stories to be distributed approximately monthly to
media outlets, and other networks (e.g., farm bureaus) to describe implementation progress and
successes for CV-SALTS.
1. Outreach and Engagement to Address Nitrate in Drinking Water. MZs meeting the challenge of
reaching out to communities. Highlight both MZ efforts and community members who have
connected to the program through those efforts and what their experience has been.
2. Water Fill Station Successes. Cover the complexities of installing the existing water fill stations
and their popularity. They are being used and providing critical safe water to residents as the
rest of the program is rolled out. Interview some users if possible.
3. Successful Bottled Water Delivery. As this gets up and running in May, interview both delivery
service and residents. Get some perspective on why some people prefer this over the other two
options.
4. Point-of-use Systems. This story can be done after some of these have been installed. Interview
users to see how the install process went, how they like the technology and result, how they
feel about working with the installers.
5. Story of the CV-SALTS Process. Government asked the community to work together to develop
realistic solutions to the water quality issues. This bottom-up approach is very innovative.
Interview people about how the process went? Did they like it? How are the outcomes?

Potential Additional Story Ideas

In addition to these stories, here are a few more ideas. More research needed:
•

MZs Working with the EJ/NGOs. Developing community partnerships and leveraging the skills
and workforce that these NGOs have developed.

•

More Storymaps to Reach People. Storymaps as an innovate education and engagement
approach on a complex problem. We need to see how much traffic initial stories get and if they
will gain traction with community residents.

•

Best Communication Practices. MZ collaboration on communication approaches. May be best
for State/Regional Board presentation or conferences.
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Preliminary

CV-SALTS Meeting Calendar

2021
January

1

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

Sat

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

March

3
Fri

Sat

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

Light Red conflicts
Fri

Sat

1

2

6

1

2

3

4

5

6

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

7

7

8

9

10
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12

13

11

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
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2nd or 3rd Thursdays

14
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16

8

14

15

16
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12

14

15

16

17
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19

20

Executive Committee Meetings
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22

23

9

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

13

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

30

10

28

14

28

29

30

31

Policy or Admin Calls
Yellow Salty 5

1

5

February

2
Fri

Notes/Key

2

3

4

6

7

3

10

11

12

13

4

17

18

19

20

5

24

25

26

27

28

6

31

State Board Worshops/Hearings
TAC Meeting
April

4

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

May

5
Fri

Sat

June

6

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

PEOC and MZ Committees

Fri

Sat

Fri

Sat

1

23

1

2

3

4

5

7

8

24

6

7

8

9
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11

12

1

2

3

18

15

4

5

6

7

8

9
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19

16

11
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13

14
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16

17

20

9
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11
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13

14
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25

13

14

15

16

17
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19

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

21

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

26

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

18

25

26

27

28

29

30

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

27

27

28

29

30

23

30

31

Fri

Sat

14

July

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

32

29

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

33

30

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

34

31

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

35
36

October

40

6

August

September

9
Fri

Sat

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
36

4

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

5

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

28

10

3

8

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
27

2

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

15

16

17
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19
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23

24

25

26
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Sat

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

1

2

45

9

46

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

7

37

5

6

13

14

38

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

39

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

28

40

26

27

28

29

30

Fri

Sat

Fri

Sat

November

11
Fri

7

1

December

12

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

1

2

3

4

5

6

49

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

50

5

6

1

2

3

4

7

8

9

10

11

41

3

4

5

6

7

8

42

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

47

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

51

12

13

14

15

16

17
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43

17
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19

20

21

22

23

48

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

52

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

44

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

49

28

29

30

53

26

27

28

29

30
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45
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10/21/2020

PACKAGE - Page 35

